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Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who might be interested in 
knowing about Five Cities Orchid Society and encourage them to subscribe at 
www.fcos.org 

 

From the President’s Potting Bench 

Hello Fellow Orchidists, 

https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D60e79733f8956b6359b18c5a%26ss_email_id%3D6106ef53222d69460e6f475b%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BAugust%2B2021%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2021-08-01T19%253A00%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=RjZMavXa4KN0zrOQDxpm2AdcMYA%3D
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The FCOS just had a very successful weekend partnership with the San Luis Obispo Botanical 
Gardens’ Art in the Garden last weekend. We sold flowering Phalaenopsis orchids, met some 
amazing people and gained 15 new members. I’d like to thank all of our members and 
volunteers that helped staff the event over 3 days. Thank you to CalCoast Orchids for donating 
flowering Phalaenopsis Orchids for our sale.  

I’d like to welcome our new subscribers and members to the Five Cities Orchid Society (FCOS), 
as well as acknowledge our ongoing and long-term members. You are all so appreciated! 

Upcoming Event: Orchids are getting easier to grow at home, thanks to the work of talented 
hybridizers. The Central Coast of California provides the ideal climate for orchids that will 
flourish on a window sill or sheltered area outside to delight the home gardener. Join us at 
Orchid Fest 2023 to discover the secrets of orchid growing and re-blooming from our friendly 
club members and expert vendors.  

Six of California’s talented orchid growers and hybridizers will be selling their orchids and 
answering all of your orchid growing questions.  

Featured orchid vendors include Sunset Valley Orchids, renowned for the development of the 
black orchid “After Midnight.” Ambriz Kingdom of Plants sells orchids suitable for outdoor 
growing in coastal areas, including amazing Tillandsias (air plants) which need little care.   

There will be outdoor growing Cymbidiums from Orchid Design. SLO Orchids will display and sell 
insect eating “Mean Green Mother from Outer Space” carnivorous Venus fly traps. Orchids of Los 
Osos offers a wide selection of unique orchid species such as pansy orchids (Miltoniopsis) and 
promises us new surprises. The world's number one selling house plant, the moth orchid 
(Phalenopsis), is a specialty of CalCoast Orchids. Their new salmon colored variety sold out in the 
first hour at the SLOBG plant sale last March. Sorella Orchids will be selling their mini-Cymbidiums 
in the courtyard.  

Artisans and plant supply vendors are to set up throughout the Botanical Garden courtyards with 
plant related items, including growing media, fertilizer, pots, terrariums and more.  

Don’t miss the chance to see and purchase the latest “easy growing” orchid hybrids or 
challenge your growing skills with a more demanding species orchid. Orchid Fest 2023 
continues the 28-year history of annual orchid shows and sales by FCOS.  

About San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden 

The San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden is a non-profit organization showcasing plants from the 
world’s five Mediterranean climate zones.  SLOBG fosters an appreciation of the relationship 
between people and nature and encourages a sense of stewardship for the natural 
environment.  

SLOBG is located at 3450 Dairy Creek Road, within El Chorro Regional Park, off Highway 1 
between Morro Bay and San Luis Obispo.  Daily admission is $10 per person, and free for both 
Garden Members and children 12 and under. 

Upcoming Events: 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/3450+Dairy+Creek+Road?entry=gmail&source=g
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FCOS has arranged to have some fascinating speakers for our upcoming monthly 
meeting/Orchid Talks, covering a variety of subjects, such as: Orchids on the California Coast 
and Inland, Orchids from Mediterranean climates, Orchids of Crete and Australia, as well as 
specific information about Laelias, Cattleyas, Vandas, Pleurothallids, Paphiopedilums and 
Phragmipediums. Be sure to come back and check this link often for our updated schedules and 
special events: https://www.fcos.org/events-and-where 

Upcoming Event: Please join us for our monthly meeting/Orchid Talk on April 13th at 7:00 pm 
via Zoom. Guest Speaker Chris Erhler will be presenting on growing Pleurothallids. 

Join and Support FCOS 

I would like to encourage your support to the FCOS by paying your annual dues if you haven't 
done so already this year. We are also grateful for any donation you can contribute. These 
funds help us grow our programs and bring you engaging and knowledgeable speakers. FCOS is 
a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization, and all donations are tax deductible. 
https://fcos.betterworld.org/donate 

Check FCOS’s Member Benefits page on our website for information on becoming a member of 
FCOS. https://www.fcos.org/memberbenefits 

Hope to see you this weekend at OrchidFest! Happy Growing! 

Jeff 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=64284713cec9d10d2dfb6341&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%2Fevents-and-where%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D63a4f0056b73b70f9b51ccc3%26ss_email_id%3D64284713cec9d10d2dfb6341%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BApril%2B2023%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2023-04-01T15%253A02%253A12Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&c=b_63a4f0056b73b70f9b51ccc3&l=en-US&s=g4a8qPrVIo1ep9Boq9aqz66TNsM%3D
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https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=64284713cec9d10d2dfb6341&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%2Fmemberbenefits%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D63a4f0056b73b70f9b51ccc3%26ss_email_id%3D64284713cec9d10d2dfb6341%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BApril%2B2023%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2023-04-01T15%253A02%253A12Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&c=b_63a4f0056b73b70f9b51ccc3&l=en-US&s=lZYwpcgtttRZyy5Q-88D6VD-RnQ%3D
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Five Cities Orchid Society (FCOS) Presents  

ORCHID TALKS 2023 

Chris Ehrler: Pleurothallids: A Photographic Journey 

Chris’ presentation is entitled “Pleurothallids: A Photographic Journey”. This group is among 
one of the most popular cultivated orchids based on their wide variety of showy flowers that 
can vary in size from less than 0.04 inch (1 mm) up to 11.8 inch (30 mm) or more. There are 
almost 5,500 species of Pleurothallids ranging from Florida through central America to southern 
Brazil. The largest numbers are found in the Andes Mountains in Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. 
This group is currently divided into 48 genera. These species are generally epiphytic but some 
can be found growing as either terrestrials or as lithophytes. The presentation will consist of 
many photos of a wide variety of species of genera including Dracula, Masdevallia, Pleurothallis, 
Lepanthes, Porroglossum and Restrepia. Chris will also discuss culture of this group along the 
central coast of California.  

Chris earned his Master's Degree in Marine Biology in 1976 and since then has worked as an 
environmental consultant in marine biology and permit compliance issues for a wide variety of 
clients. Chris and his wife Betsy have lived in Grover Beach since 1976, and they have two sons 
and two grandsons who also live in the area. Chris’ mom always had cymbidiums in the back 
yard but she did not grow any other orchids because they were 'too difficult to grow'. Chris 
purchased his first orchid (a small red one) at the Five Cities Orchid Society (FCOS) show about 
20+ years ago, but at some point-in-time it ended up in the compost pile along with a number 
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of others that found their way there through the years. He has been the president of the FCOS 
three times. For a number of years, Chris along with Jeffrey Thompson (FCOS member) have set 
up Ecuagenera's display at the Santa Barbara International Orchid Show. His presentation will 
be a series of photos of a variety of species of the subtribe Pleurothallidinae (pleurothallids) he 
has taken of his collection, in San Francisco Bay Area greenhouses, at a wide variety of shows, 
and while orchid hunting Ecuador and Colombia. The presentation will also include cultural 
information about growing orchids that are in this group. 

FCOS is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

April 13, 7 pm 

Topic: Chris Ehrler: Pleurothallids: A Photographic Journey 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09 

Meeting ID: 823 5543 5739 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09
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FCOS had Tim Culbertson speak to the group during their March 2023 zoom meeting about 
Vandaceous minis for Outdoors. Tim is a middle and high school science and math teacher. 
He stated there are 103 naturally occurring genera and 208 hybrid genera in this group. 
Mostly are native to Asia but a few are found in Africa. The group has a wide distribution in 
both latitude and longitude. Tim stated that Vanda taxonomy is messy, with some folks 
thinking that many genera should be combined under the genus Vanda. Besides the genus 
Vanda in this group, other genera include Phalaenopsis, Sarchochilus, Ascocentrum, 
Neofinetia, and Rhyncostylis to name a few. Tim then showed a number of photos of 
various species and hybrids within this group. He grows these orchids in a Kiwi Bark mix 
but uses a smaller bark size that you think you should use. He has also grown them 
successfully in pots with sphagnum moss, in baskets with no media, and mounted. Tim 
stated that cooling them might help with blooming. They like bright, filtered light. In 
nature they get lots of rain in spring and summer and then slightly dryer periods in fall and 
winter. 

If you missed Tims’ presentation you have another chance to see it. This link will expire in 2 
months. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/2JTd6nxCZjXZVzOPYo17AB3paO_1AsyFJOUeKN8f4vUmP4
3aqPby_3AXElcUj8A.yK8aGLA7cHDfpfmU  
Passcode: .4U.yY6F 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=64284713cec9d10d2dfb6341&u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2JTd6nxCZjXZVzOPYo17AB3paO_1AsyFJOUeKN8f4vUmP43aqPby_3AXElcUj8A.yK8aGLA7cHDfpfmU&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&c=b_63a4f0056b73b70f9b51ccc3&l=en-US&s=tNxLwZA75uEey9AGe0C5EChDHsQ%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=64284713cec9d10d2dfb6341&u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2JTd6nxCZjXZVzOPYo17AB3paO_1AsyFJOUeKN8f4vUmP43aqPby_3AXElcUj8A.yK8aGLA7cHDfpfmU&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&c=b_63a4f0056b73b70f9b51ccc3&l=en-US&s=tNxLwZA75uEey9AGe0C5EChDHsQ%3D
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What’s Blooming Now - a few photos from our members 
and friends 
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FCOS Garage Sale 

Send an email to Jeff Parham, Chris Ehrler or Ed Lysek and include an image of your item, a 

description, price, and your contact info. We'll include your info in our next monthly newsletter 

if there is space. FCOS assumes no responsibility for payment, taxes, etc. We ask the items be 

orchid or plant related. FCOS is not taking a commission or participating in any other way. 

Orchid Virus tests from Agi labs. $8 each, contact Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

Cymbidiums for sale. 1- and 5-gallon pots in spike contact. Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

 

Five Cities Orchid Society 2023 Board of Directors 

Jeff Parham, President   

Eric Holenda, Vice President   

Denise Florez, Treasurer & Secretary 

Kristie Wells, Asst. Secretary 

Karen Kolba, Anne Bachmann, and Ed Lysek, Directors at Large 

Eric Holenda, Show Chairman 

Chris Ehrler, Past President  

Orchids are really great! 

Five Cities Orchid Society, P.O. Box 1066, Grover Beach, CA 93483-1066, USA  

Powered by Squarespace  

Unsubscribe  

https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
mailto:jsp1440@aol.com
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