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Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who might be interested in 
knowing about Five Cities Orchid Society and encourage them to subscribe at 
www.fcos.org 

 

From the President’s Potting Bench 

Hi Everyone,  

I hope you are all enjoying your Holiday Season and that you have a bounty of blooms to 
compliment your festivities.  

My own little grow area is bringing me a lot of joy, and I have several Paphiopedilums, 
Phalaenopsis, Potinaras, mini Cattleyas and a Barkaria species in spike.  Out in the yard, several 
Cymbidiums and Laelia anceps are sporting flower spikes with promises of more blooms and 
color shows this winter.  

https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D60e79733f8956b6359b18c5a%26ss_email_id%3D6106ef53222d69460e6f475b%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BAugust%2B2021%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2021-08-01T19%253A00%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=RjZMavXa4KN0zrOQDxpm2AdcMYA%3D
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This last month was quite busy for FCOS.  We sold orchids two weekends in a row at the San 
Luis Obispo Botanical Gardens’ (SLOBG) Plant and Art Sales. It took many people to make these 
events a success.  A sincere thanks to Alison and Bas of CalCoast Orchids for the donation of 
orchids for us to offer in the sales.  Further sincere thanks to those who help staff our booth to 
“talk orchids.”  Thanks to Eric Holenda, Chris Ehrler, Kristie Wells, Phyllis Rosenberg, Kathy Keys, 
Denise and Hoss Florez, Ed Lysek, Karen Kolba, Michelle Ralston, and John and Linda 
DeSousa.  FCOS had a very successful sale because of your involvement, and we appreciate you 
all so much! 

Upcoming Event:  FCOS will be meeting in person for our Holiday Orchid Social on Friday, Dec 9, 
2022 at 5:30 pm at the Women’s Club, 211 Vernon Ave, Arroyo Grande. We will have a potluck 
dinner, Members Auction and Election of officers.  Hopefully you will have all received your 
invitation in the mail and will join us.  Please bring any orchids that you would like to donate to 
FCOS for our silent auction.  Additionally, Members may sell up to 5 of their own plants in the 
auction for a 20% donation to the FCOS.  Email any officer and request an orchid auction sheet 
and we will email it to you. Fill this out in advance and bring with your auction orchids to save 
some time at the Holiday Orchid Social. Members are also encouraged to bring plants for a 
“show and tell” and of course a dish to share for the potluck.  

MASKS - if you feel you 

 are at risk due to the recent increase of COVID, RSV and flu cases, please feel free to wear a 
mask to this event. Anyone with a fever, cough or sneezing is encouraged to check with their 
doctor and remain warm and comfortable at home.  

Please print a Silent Auction Bid Form by clicking here or you may access the form on the 
FCOS.org website.  

As a suggestion, if your last name begins with: 

A thru H -- Being a main dish 

I thru O ---Bring a side dish 

P thru Z ---Bring a dessert 

If your dish requires heating, bring it in a crock pot or on a heat plate. 

The FCOS will also conduct its annual meeting to elect officers to its executive committee and 
Board of Directors. Positions of President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Board Member are to be 
nominated and voted upon. Please email Karen Kolba or Jeff Parham if you have questions or 
would like to volunteer to serve FCOS in any of these positions in the coming year. Note: We 
will not have our usual Thursday night “Orchid Talk” this December, as we are going to put all of 
our energies toward the Holiday Orchid Social instead. 

Upcoming Event: In case you need to extend your orchid festivities over the weekend and 
perhaps buy some orchids for Holiday Gifts, CalCoast Orchids will be open for a Holiday Orchid 
Sale on Saturday, December 10, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at their greenhouse located at 2181 Blue 
Heron View Lane, Los Osos California.  FCOS members are invited to come and talk orchids with 
the public during this time.  There will certainly be some amazing plants to get you into a festive 
Holiday spirit. CalCoast has some amazing Phalaenopsis, Dendrobiums, Harlequins and 
Intergenerics currently in bloom.  

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6388cfb49de4c643c7334418&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.calcoastorchids.com&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=gk7hlyDJ7oOXL2ogAV1u5YWTVUM%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6388cfb49de4c643c7334418&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%2Fsilent-auction-bid-form%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D62819ea9967b350485139f89%26ss_email_id%3D6388cfb49de4c643c7334418%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BDecember%2B2022%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2022-12-01T16%253A08%253A11Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=wTrNvomSRan-_JtPWchTukRXW0w%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6388cfb49de4c643c7334418&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%2Fsilent-auction-bid-form%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D62819ea9967b350485139f89%26ss_email_id%3D6388cfb49de4c643c7334418%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BDecember%2B2022%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2022-12-01T16%253A08%253A11Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=wTrNvomSRan-_JtPWchTukRXW0w%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6388cfb49de4c643c7334418&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.calcoastorchids.com&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=gk7hlyDJ7oOXL2ogAV1u5YWTVUM%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2181+Blue+Heron+View+Lane,+Los+Osos+California?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2181+Blue+Heron+View+Lane,+Los+Osos+California?entry=gmail&source=g
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Upcoming Events: The FCOS will resume monthly meetings with Zoom-based “Orchid Talks” in 
January.  We will release a schedule of “Orchid Talks” soon.  For those of you who want to meet 
in person, we will be offering daytime orchid activities in the future on approximately a bi-
monthly schedule.  

Upcoming Event: Come and get your hands dirty!  Our first activity of the new year will be 
Orchid Potting at the CalPoly Plant Shop on Saturday, January 21, 2023 at 10:00 am. Several of 
our members will demonstrate correct potting techniques and members will join in on a potting 
adventure to make the Miltonias bloom. More details will be released in an upcoming 
announcement. 

Join and Support FCOS:  I encourage your support of the FCOS by paying your annual dues for 
2023. We are also grateful for any donation you can contribute. These funds help us grow our 
programs and bring you engaging and knowledgeable speakers. FCOS is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit 
Organization, and all donations are tax deductible.  Click Here to pay your 2023 dues and to 
donate.  

Check FCOS’s Member Benefits page on our website for information on becoming a member of 
FCOS:  Click Here for Member Benefits 

THIS JUST IN -Karen Kolba has agreed to be a candidate for the FCOS Treasurer position being 
vacated by Denise Florez. Voting for all candidates will take place at the Dec 9th pot luck get 
together. This will open up Karen’s position as an at-large Board of Directors member. Anyone 
interested in this position should contact Jeff or Karen ASAP. Many thanks to Denise for her 
excellent work this past year as Treasurer.  

Happy Blooming! 

Jeff 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6388cfb49de4c643c7334418&u=https%3A%2F%2Ffcos.betterworld.org%2Fdonate&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=2yiFDcFIMcBaImru3dqDIsRXfs4%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6388cfb49de4c643c7334418&u=https%3A%2F%2Ffcos.betterworld.org%2Fdonate&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=2yiFDcFIMcBaImru3dqDIsRXfs4%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6388cfb49de4c643c7334418&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%2Fmemberbenefits%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D62819ea9967b350485139f89%26ss_email_id%3D6388cfb49de4c643c7334418%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BDecember%2B2022%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2022-12-01T16%253A08%253A11Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=gIBEUMHniLTaYsCNfbDq74MSl_g%3D
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A d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s  f r o m  t h e  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  

D e c e m b e r  9 t h  p o t - l u c k / s i l e n t  a u c t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  

E r i c  H o l e n d a …  
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THE RETURN OF SOME NORMALCY 

After too long, we will once again have our traditional December Potluck and Silent Auction.  

SETUP: Begins promptly at 5pm. Board members will all arrive at 5pm, but anyone else who 

wants to bring out the tables and chairs, cover tables, set up food tables, etc., etc., is most 

welcome. The sooner the set-up, the sooner we EAT!.  

THE FOOD: Bring your favorite dish to share— be it casserole, salad, dessert, etc. Also, bring 

your own plate, utensils, napkin, and any preferred nonalcoholic beverage. The club will 

provide coffee, water, and HAM. 

THE ORCHIDS: This is your BIG chance to get rid of excess orchids, and simultaneously acquire 

new ones. Each orchid you donate for adoption will need a BID SHEET (download here in 

newsletter and fill out) in which you provide the plant description, opening bid, etc. Including 

PHOTOS of its blooms always bumps the bid price up. You may also bring any other orchid 

related items you think will be desirable to bidders.  

BIDDING: All plants go to highest bidder, minimum raise is $1.00. Bidding will end suddenly 

around 7:30 or so. At that time, round up the plants / items you have the top bid on. Make a 

WRITTEN, ITEMIZED list of your winning bids and their total, and hand it to our treasurer. Pay 

by cash or preferably check.  

DUES: Now is an excellent time to pay 2023 dues. Include the DUES FORM with your payment. 

The annual membership is only $25. 

SHOW AND TELL: Too long since we were able to show off live blooming orchids. You can set 

your blooming beauties in the center of our eating tables. We will have a special table for really 

large plants. 
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What’s Blooming Now - a few photos from our members and friends 
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FCOS Garage Sale 

Send an email to Jeff Parham, Chris Ehrler or Ed Lysek and include an image of your item, a 

description, price, and your contact info. We'll include your info in our next monthly newsletter 

if there is space. FCOS assumes no responsibility for payment, taxes, etc. We ask the items be 

orchid or plant related. FCOS is not taking a commission or participating in any other way. 

Orchid Virus tests from Agi labs. $8 each, contact Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

Cymbidiums for sale in San Luis Obispo. 5 gallon pots of cymbidiums, many in spike or flower, 

assorted colors. $20 to $30 each. Contact Jerry Camel at 805-543-933 

Five Cities Orchid Society 2022 Board of Directors 

Jeff Parham, President   

Eric Holenda, Vice President   

https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
mailto:jsp1440@aol.com
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Denise Florez, Treasurer & Secretary 

Kristie Wells, Asst. Secretary 

Karen Kolba, Anne Bachmann, and Ed Lysek, Directors at Large 

Eric Holenda, Show Chairman 

Chris Ehrler, Past President  

Orchids are really great! 

Five Cities Orchid Society, P.O. Box 1066, Grover Beach, CA 93483-1066, USA  

Powered by Squarespace  

Unsubscribe  

https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.squarespace.com%3Fchannel%3Dproduct_refer%26subchannel%3Dcustomer%26source%3Demail_campaigns_button%26campaign%3D5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_refer%26utm_source%3Demail_campaigns_button%26ss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D60e79733f8956b6359b18c5a%26ss_email_id%3D6106ef53222d69460e6f475b%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BAugust%2B2021%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2021-08-01T19%253A00%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=03x0I45HdaJERvTfR8rn1v1hIjo%3D
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcampaign-preferences.com%2Funsubscribe%2FG7lxLyb1KndZEfx9gL534aLPXfvn6DSfbY7P1nyW3YLfNcoINEAb82pxAxlo8_lO7aK0DTTc6t6FW9PW2oQOXalLoQYcjY2TXzNR0ZHDuUrzjPIbLOHP_deUXVlorJdlqQZ9jzcg1236qNfNg65aTR06N6t6o2Kat32SZt245096tN8ZXu2vhAaDLKKHAqqfqd4jtT5XHYucUxATbReixnS02sY8mnNItsnTvQiufD4Qq3EvKpAWq_C3Lw1-d96zcAGmg7u2G_ZSqojmQ9oUiX6yIcxK3u9ThmgGJeIzwHKo&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=HyK2CA53jfsxy1QQX0tr-OT1gEE%3D
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcampaign-preferences.com%2Funsubscribe%2FG7lxLyb1KndZEfx9gL534aLPXfvn6DSfbY7P1nyW3YLfNcoINEAb82pxAxlo8_lO7aK0DTTc6t6FW9PW2oQOXalLoQYcjY2TXzNR0ZHDuUrzjPIbLOHP_deUXVlorJdlqQZ9jzcg1236qNfNg65aTR06N6t6o2Kat32SZt245096tN8ZXu2vhAaDLKKHAqqfqd4jtT5XHYucUxATbReixnS02sY8mnNItsnTvQiufD4Qq3EvKpAWq_C3Lw1-d96zcAGmg7u2G_ZSqojmQ9oUiX6yIcxK3u9ThmgGJeIzwHKo&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=HyK2CA53jfsxy1QQX0tr-OT1gEE%3D

