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Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who might be interested in knowing 
about Five Cities Orchid Society and encourage them to subscribe at www.fcos.org 

https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D60e79733f8956b6359b18c5a%26ss_email_id%3D6106ef53222d69460e6f475b%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BAugust%2B2021%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2021-08-01T19%253A00%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=RjZMavXa4KN0zrOQDxpm2AdcMYA%3D
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From the President’s Potting Bench: 

I hope that everyone is doing well. May has certainly been a busy month. I have been lucky 
enough to repot several of my Sarcochilus and Aussie Dendrobiums that have been growing 
new roots. In particular, I've been enjoying the new flowers on our Arpophyllum spiculatum. It 
has 15 flower stalks, each comprised of small perfect purple flowers. When the flowering 
process is complete, we plan to divide it and offer some of these in a future member's auction. 

FCOS is continuing to strengthen our partnership with the SLO Botanical Gardens. Some 
members of FCOS attended the SLO Botanical Gardens Donors dinner earlier in the month, 
including some from our Board of Directors. We are exploring options for the future; possibly 
starting with establishing some orchid gardens on the SLO Botanical Gardens' grounds. We are 
looking into importing some Mediterranean orchids this summer with that project in mind. 

Our Zoom meeting last month featured Bruce Rogers, who inspired us with tall tales about 
Sobralia orchids. Bruce is credited with bringing Sobralias to our gardens and he has developed 
some incredible hybrids. These are some of my favorite outdoor-growing orchids, as they have 
can take a lot of sun and produce large flowers. Sobralia flowers bloom sequentially from the 
tip of the canes; once a flower blooms and drops it is replaced by a second flower that blooms 
just below the original. These plants make nice little landscape bushes. 

Our next Zoom meeting will be on June 9, 2022, at 7 pm. A local botany professor from CalPoly, 
Professor Nishi Rajakaruna, will speak on plant processes and adaptations for growing in 
serpentine soils. The details for this meeting and Zoom link are available below. Our Zoom 
meeting starts promptly at 7 pm. 

Generally speaking, our meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at 7 pm on Zoom. 
However, we will be arranging some opportunities to gather in person over time. In July, we will 
not meet for our regular Thursday evening meeting; rather we will gather in person on July 17 
for a BBQ, potluck and silent orchid auction. A new members benefit is that members can sell 
up to 5 orchids per auction and agree to donate 20% of the selling price to the FCOS. So 
members are encouraged to bring extra divisions of plants that you want to donate or sell at 
this auction. In addition, we will be selling plants from our own FCOS orchid collection that have 
been grown by our members from plugs to full sized plants, including many large-flowered 
Epidendrums. When you RSVP for this meeting you will be provided all the details. We hope to 
see you at the picnic in July! 

In regard to future events, reference the Events section on our website: 
https://www.fcos.org/events-and-where 

I would like to encourage you to support the FCOS by paying your dues and/or sending in a 
donation. These funds are used to grow our programs and bring you engaging and knowledge 
speakers. FCOS is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization and all donations are tax deductible. 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6297b7438af6e473d254c725&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%2Fevents-and-where%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D6281963021d16b4d922b2a06%26ss_email_id%3D6297b7438af6e473d254c725%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BJune%2B2022%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2022-06-01T19%253A01%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=wfKeBZbQE999AaEVMCNH-sbvgjU%3D
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Check out the FCOS’ Member Benefits page on our website 
(https://www.fcos.org/memberbenefits ) for information on becoming a member of FCOS. 

Happy Blooming! 

Jeff 
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Five Cities Orchid Society Presents: 

Why Serpentine Rocks: Serpentine Plant-Soil Relations in California and Beyond 

Professor Nishanta “Nishi” Rajakaruna, Ph.D. 

Faculty-in-Residence 
California Polytechnic State University 

• Thursday, June 9, 2022 

• 7:00 PM 8:30 PM 

Professor Nishi Rajakaruna fell in love with plants at a young age during a visit to Sinharaja 
Rainforest, a lowland tropical rainforest in Sri Lanka. He received a BA in human ecology from 
College of the Atlantic (Maine) and conducted his post-undergraduate practical training in plant 
ecophysiology at Harvard University. His research on the evolutionary ecology of the Lasthenia 
californica complex earned him a MS and a PhD in botany from the University of British 
Columbia, Canada. Nishi conducted post-doctoral research in plant ecology at Stanford 
University. His research examines how plant diversity, ecology, and evolution are influenced by 
serpentine and other 'unusual' soils, including those with heavy metals. He has taught botany at 
College of the Atlantic and San José State University for 12 years and spent a year as a Fulbright 
US Scholar in Sri Lanka and India. He is currently a professor in plant biology at California 
Polytechnic State University where he teaches general botany, ethnobotany, biogeography, and 
geoecology. 

Nishi has published over 95 peer-reviewed papers and book chapters on plant-soilrelations of 
serpentine and other harsh edaphic settings in California, Maine, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Iran, 
and Russia and is the co-editor of two key treatments on plant life on serpentine soils 
[Serpentine: Evolution and Ecology in a Model System (2011) and Soil and Biota of Serpentine: A 
World View (2009) and a book titled Plant Ecology and Evolution in Harsh Environments (2014). 

Thursday June 9th, 2022 7:00 - 8:30 PM PST 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09 

 
Meeting ID: 823 5543 5739 

Passcode: 204435 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcNqzKNn34 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6297b7438af6e473d254c725&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%2Fevents-and-where%2Fwhy-serpentine-rocks-serpentine-plant-soil-relations-in-california-and-beyond%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D6281963021d16b4d922b2a06%26ss_email_id%3D6297b7438af6e473d254c725%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BJune%2B2022%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2022-06-01T19%253A01%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=AYZ0vS44T6Xbu3PrZXBh0a1YT-M%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6297b7438af6e473d254c725&u=https%3A%2F%2Fa1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com%2Fr%3Fm%3D61b0c181b2df5f6ad4d0b31d%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fus02web.zoom.us%252Fj%252F82355435739%253Fpwd%253DbThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09%26w%3D5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a%26l%3Den-US%26s%3DQFj3mVTyxm_0nhRqRnNS3Rwj6BM%253D&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=GN7nO3w29XvRb5Mg0lK02BDPnUo%3D
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcNqzKNn34
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What’s Blooming Now - a few photos 

from our members and friends 
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Masdevallia coccinea var 
alba ‘Blanca” AM/AOS. 
This species is found in 
Colombia and Peru at 
elevations between 2400 
to 3000 meters. Grown by 
Jeffrey Thompson. 
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Masdevallia coccinea var alba 
‘Blanca” AM/AOS. A closeup of 
the same clone. Grown 
mounted on a piece of wood 
with some sphagnum moss on 
the roots. Grown in a cool 
greenhouse by Chris Ehrler. 
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Dendrobium trantuanii is 
found in northwestern 
Vietnam in rather dry 
broad leaf evergreen 
forests at elevations of 
800 to 1000 meters. It is 
listed in 
www.orchidspecis.com 
as a warm growing 
epiphyte but is growing 
well in a cool 
greenhouse. It is 
mounted on a piece of 
cork oak with sphagnum 
moss over the roots. 
Grown by Chris Ehrler. 

Closeup of Dendrobium trantuanii 
lip structure. 

 

http://www.orchidspecis.com/
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Dendrobium trantuanii 
grown by Karen Kolba. 
Likes warm wet 
summers and cooler, 
dry winters. 
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FCOS Garage Sale 

Send an email to Jeff Parham, Chris Ehrler or Ed Lysek and include an image of your item, a 

description, price, and your contact info. We'll include your info in our next monthly newsletter 

if there is space. FCOS assumes no responsibility for payment, taxes, etc. We ask the items be 

orchid or plant related. FCOS is not taking a commission or participating in any other way. 

Orchid Virus tests from Agi labs. $8 each, contact Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

Cymbidiums for Sale in San Luis Obispo. 5-gallon pots of mature plants, many in spike. 

Seeking for $20-$30 each. See photos below. Contact Jerry Camel 805-543-9338. 

Five Cities Orchid Society 2022 Board of Directors 

Jeff Parham, President   

Eric Holenda, Vice President   

Denise Florez, Treasurer & Secretary 

Kristie Wells, Asst. Secretary 

Karen Kolba, Anne Bachmann, and Ed Lysek, Directors at Large 

Eric Holenda, Show Chairman 

Chris Ehrler, Past President  

Orchids are really great! 

Five Cities Orchid Society, P.O. Box 1066, Grover Beach, CA 93483-1066, USA  

Powered by Squarespace  
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