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Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who might be interested in 
knowing about Five Cities Orchid Society and encourage them to subscribe at 
www.fcos.org 

 

From the President’s Potting Bench 

I’d like to welcome our new subscribers and members to the Five Cities Orchid Society (FCOS), 
as well as acknowledge our ongoing and long-term members. You are all so appreciated! 

My collection is going through its late-winter transition. Many of my greenhouse orchids remain 
dormant while many of my outdoor orchids are busy blooming away. The yard is dotted with 
blooming Cymbidiums, Epidendrums, Laelias and Aussie Dendrobiums. Aussie Dendrobium 
flowers bloom heavily with cold temperatures, and demonstrate a range of forms, colors, and 
textures. I really love how they sequentially bloom on previously-bloomed canes, which helps 
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them quickly develop into delightful specimen plants. They are truly some of my favorite 
orchids. 

Pictures of my orchids, as well as those of other members, are featured in this monthly 
newsletter. We would love to see your blooms as well! When you have a new bloom, please 
consider submitting a picture along with the plant identity and any growing tips for success. 
Please email the pictures/information to Ed Lysek. His contact information is at the end of this 
newsletter. 

Last month FCOS held a repotting clinic at CalPoly. About 10 members of our group provided 
the students with potting instruction and demonstrations, with a focus on Cattleyas. We 
worked collectively to divide and repot a greenhouse full of plants. Afterwards we had lunch at 
1865 Craft House in SLO. It was quite a fun and satisfying day. 

Upcoming Event: 

We have got another fun month ahead of us starting with the Santa Barbara International 
Orchid Show, March 10-12, 2023. Chris Ehrler and Eric Holenda will be creating FCOS’ exhibit 
the week before the show. They would appreciate any contribution of time and/or orchids for 
their displays. Contact Eric if you are interested in helping. His contact information is at the end 
of this newsletter. 

Upcoming Event: 

Please join us for our monthly meeting/Orchid Talk on March 9th at 7:00 PM via Zoom. Guest 
Speaker Tim Culbertson will be presenting on growing Vandaceous mini orchids in outdoor 
environments. 

Upcoming Event: 

FCOS will participate in the Art in the Garden at the San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden and a 
plant sale on March 25, 26 and 27, 2023. Art in the Garden is an opportunity for artists to show 
and sell their work as well as to share the San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden with community 
members. It will be held at the Garden's Oak Glen Pavilion and the surrounding patio spaces. 

Volunteer to help at the FCOS booth at Art in the Garden by clicking HERE 

Upcoming Event: 

Orchid Fest 2023 will be held April 1-2, 2023 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm at the SLO Botanical 
Garden Pavilion. Plant sales, auctions, raffles, and a cake auction will be featured during the 
event. Sunset Valley Orchids, OrchidDesign, Ambriz Kingdom of Plants, CalCoast Orchids, SLO 
Orchids, and Orchids of Los Osos are our honored vendors and will be offering their spectacular 
plants for sale. Volunteers are needed for the FCOS booth, to answer questions, sell orchids and 
run the auction. This is your opportunity to talk orchids and meet existing and prospective 
members. We really need the participation of our local members to make this happen. Please 
call or email me if you would like to volunteer—my contact information is at the end of this 
newsletter. 
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Volunteer to help at Orchid Fest 2023 by clicking HERE 

Upcoming Events: 

FCOS has arranged to have some fascinating speakers for our upcoming monthly 
meeting/Orchid Talks covering a variety of subjects, such as: Orchids on the California Coast 
and Inland, Orchids from Mediterranean climates, Orchids of Crete and Australia, as well as 
specific information about Laelias, Cattleyas, Vandas, Pleurothallids, Paphiopedilums and 
Phragmipediums. Be sure to come back and check this link often for our updated schedules and 
special events: https://www.fcos.org/events-and-where 

Join and Support FCOS 

I would like to encourage your support to the FCOS by paying your annual dues if you haven't 
done so already this year. We are also grateful for any donation you can contribute. These 
funds help us grow our programs and bring you engaging and knowledgeable speakers. FCOS is 
a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization, and all donations are tax deductible. 
https://fcos.betterworld.org/donate 

Check FCOS’s Member Benefits page on our website for information on becoming a member of 
FCOS. https://www.fcos.org/memberbenefits 

 

Happy Blooming! 

Jeff 
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Tim Culbertson "Vandaceous Minis for Outdoors" 

The Five Cities Orchid Society invites you to our series of Orchid Talks 2023. March 9th, 2023, 
7pm join us on Zoom. 

Tim Culbertson’s talk is entitled “Beautiful Miniature Vandaceous Orchids for Outdoors.” 
These plants are easy to grow and flower, are vigorous, and have low cultural demands; 

they are natives of Australia or Japan and will grow easily outdoors in California. 
Tremendous advancements in breeding Sarcochilus and Neofineta have been made 

recently, and he will share some of these with you, as well as help identify some of the 
important parents in the backgrounds of new and modern colors found in these genera. By 
the end of this presentation, you will have a new appreciation of what goes into breeding 
trends for these types of plants, as well as an appreciation of their beautiful flowers and 

ease-of-growth. Tim will be providing an opportunity to get some of the newest, modern, 
cutting-edge temperature-tolerant Vandaceous species and hybrids! 

 
Five Cities Orchid Society (FCOS) is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  
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Topic: FCOS’s Orchid Talks 

Time: 7 pm to 8:30 pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09  

Meeting ID: 823 5543 5739 

Passcode: 204435 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09
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What’s Blooming Now - a few photos from our members and 
friends 
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FCOS Garage Sale 

Send an email to Jeff Parham, Chris Ehrler or Ed Lysek and include an image of your item, a 

description, price, and your contact info. We'll include your info in our next monthly newsletter 

if there is space. FCOS assumes no responsibility for payment, taxes, etc. We ask the items be 

orchid or plant related. FCOS is not taking a commission or participating in any other way. 

Orchid Virus tests from Agi labs. $8 each, contact Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

Cymbidiums for sale. 1- and 5-gallon pots in spike contact. Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

Five Cities Orchid Society 2023 Board of Directors 

Jeff Parham, President   

Eric Holenda, Vice President   

Denise Florez, Treasurer & Secretary 

https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
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Kristie Wells, Asst. Secretary 

Karen Kolba, Anne Bachmann, and Ed Lysek, Directors at Large 

Eric Holenda, Show Chairman 

Chris Ehrler, Past President  

Orchids are really great! 

Five Cities Orchid Society, P.O. Box 1066, Grover Beach, CA 93483-1066, USA  
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