
Five Cities Orchid Society 

From the President’s Potting Bench 

Hello Everyone! It’s good to be back home. I’ve spent the last two months setting up some property and visiting relatives 
in Washington State while my wife remained on the Central Coast, taking care of my orchids and the household. Toward 
the end of my trip, my wife joined me, and we traveled to Victoria BC for our honeymoon.  

While I was gone, my wife took good care of my orchids.  She filled the water tanks with RO water, added fertilizer, 
adjusted the ph and watered them regularly. I like electronic gadgets and automation, and was able to monitor my 
greenhouse temperature and humidity from afar using the SensorPush device and app. 
(https://www.amazon.com/SensorPush-Wireless-Thermometer-Hygrometer-
Android/dp/B01AEQ9X9I/ref=mp_s_a_1_1_sspa?keywords=sensor+push+wireless+thermometer&qid=1564373811&s=g
ateway&sprefix=sensor+oush&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1)  

Because I was able to monitor the conditions inside and outside of my greenhouse, I was able to ask my wife to 
mist/water more or less depending on the change in conditions.  

My wife did an amazing job— when I returned, I saw new growth and flowering on many of my orchids. I definitely know 
that I’m loved. I’d like to say she never complained, but she took it all in stride in helping me care for my collection. She 
also did a bit of reorganizing and Feng shui work in the greenhouse while I was gone.  

When we returned from our honeymoon, I was happy to see my greenhouse in better condition than I left it.  She said 
that although she enjoyed being in my greenhouse, she was more than ready to have me take back the responsibility 
over the plants.  

I’d like to thank the officers and members, particularly our Vice President, Ed Lysek, for all the work that he’s been 
doing.  Ed is currently enjoying his Victoria BC keychain/bottle opener that I brought back from Canada as a token of my 
appreciation. I didn’t forget about our members—I found a few fun orchid-themed items on my trip that I’ll put on the 
raffle table at an upcoming meeting.  

In regard to this month’s meeting, rumor has it that Ed Lysek is out hunting for some raffle plants and may stop at 
CalOrchids or Santa Barbara Orchid Estate next weekend to find some nice and interesting plants.  In my opinion, you’ll 
want to join us for the August meeting.  Bring a friend with you and spread the joy of orchids. 

Thanks for your support of our Orchid Society. It takes all of us! Until next month, happy blooms to you all! 

Jeffery Parham     President 
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This month’s speaker will be Chris Ehrler, who will discuss the Orchid sub tribe Pleurothallid Alliance. This promises to be 
an entertaining and informative talk and is well worth your attendance. You might know that there are 29 genera that 

make up the Pleurothallid alliance 

                          
Peter Lin of Diamond Orchids grows and breeds orchids in his 3 greenhouses in Diamond Bar and in leased greenhouse 
space from Fred Clark and Harold Koopowitz. Fred specializes in Sophoronitis, Neofenecia falcata, mini-cattleyas and 
mini-vandas.  
 
Fragrance in orchids is often used to lure pollinators to the flower. Orchids pollinated by night active moths and bats 
release their fragrance as the sun goes down and are most fragrant in the evening. Brassovola nodosa "lady of the night" 
is an easy to grow orchid with a strong night time fragrance of jasmine. Perhaps the most popular fragrant orchid is 
Oncidium 'Sharri Baby' with a strong chocolate scent and red flowers. Another easy to grow and popular orchid is 
Maxillaria tenufolia with long lasting brick red flowers with the scent of coconut. Sedirea japonica's scent is so popular in 
Japan a perfume has been released based on this plant's scent. 
 
When making crosses, if both parent plants are fragrant, the offspring have a good chance of being fragrant. Few if any 
plant breeders are selectively breeding for scent. Japanese orchid judging has started giving awards for the best scented 
orchids but this has not carried over to U.S. judging. 
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KNOW WHAT COLORS CAN BE USED 

One of the most versatile tools in orchid repotting is the simple white packing peanut. It has a variety of uses 
depending on what you need to accomplish. First, let's clarify just what kind of peanut we're talking about here. 
The cornstarch peanuts break down when they come in contact with water and they are not suitable for use with 
orchids. Colored peanuts, such as pink and green, have other purposes and are not generally considered as 
suitable for orchids. Pink means anti-static, green peanuts are made from recycled material. For orchid repotting 
we want plain, white, polystyrene (Styrofoam) peanuts 

https://www.repotme.com/products/packing-peanuts


Saturday, July 27, 2019 

Thirteen FCOS members met for an all-day retreat  

You will be hearing more details about this at the coming meetings. 

 

 

 

 

Special Thank You to Clive Grey for welcoming us into his home!!!!! 

 

 

 


