
 

 
 

From the President’s Potting Bench 

The Board of Directors met in July for a retreat and spent several hours developing a long range plan to keep the FCOS 
viable in the coming years.  At a subsequent Board of Directors meeting, the board voted to adopt all of the resolutions 
developed at the retreat.  As a result, the FCOS is going to file articles of incorporation with the state and also apply for 
non profit tax/501.3c Status.    The Board is in the process of reviewing all insurance and business contracts with this 
change in mind.  Additionally, we developed the mission statement of the Five Cities Orchid Society, which is below. 
 
Mission Statement of FCOS 
To encourage growing, blooming and enjoyment of orchids and companion plants by our members and the general 
public.  
 To Sponsor outreach, research and educational programs to promote orchid growing as a hobby or business. 
 To promote the conservation of orchids. 

The Board members have also been busy with outreach projects.  We have joined the South County Chamber of 
Commerce. We are developing and launching a new website through SquareSpace that will upgrade our website and 
give us control and integration of our email. It will still be located at www.fcos.org and contains new features and 
opportunities.  We have also formed successful partnerships with Costco and Trader Joe's for our Second Chance Orchid 
Program. Costco recently donated 34 phalaenopsis. (If you would like to help with these plants, please contact Jeff or 
Ed.) 

 In the spirit of long range planning and membership benefits, the Board approved a purchase of 200 orchid seedlings 
that have been planted at the Bachmann's.  We have a diversified garden of orchid seedlings that we will grow as a 
society.  Eventually we will be able to use these for our own purposes--such as new members welcome orchids and 
raffle tables. 

 For many of us, our orchids and collections represent years of our lives and experiences.  We’ve formed relationships 
around our plants our collections reflect our lives, our dreams, and those moments of happiness that we have all 
experienced with each other.  It’s a noble pastime, and the FCOS, the Board all of us, need to help where we can.  There 
will be plenty of opportunities to be involved with the Orchid Society, with the show, with the meetings, with our 
website, social media and marketing and membership development.  We are currently in need of a 
Multimedia/webmaster and a membership chairman to help facilitate a new program to help attract and retain 
members of the FCOS.  Please volunteer for anything you’re able to do or if you have an expertise in an area that could 
be helping for a nonprofit society.  This next year the FCOS will host its 25th Orchid Show.  Many of our members have 
worked on this show for years and have an incredible dedication to plan and execute all the myriad details that make 
this a special event for the community.  It is our hope that by incorporating, becoming a nonprofit, networking within 
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the community and focusing our activities on our mission statement will allow the FCOS to be flexible, progressive and 
grow into the future by setting its roots deep into the culture of our community.          President Jeff 

                                                           
                                                Alert ******* Be Aware 
“Our insurance company has advised FCOS to prohibit dogs and any other animals from our meetings and show. 
Certified Service Animals will continue to be welcome. Thank you for your understanding and support of our efforts to 
keep our meetings safe and comfortable for all members.”          Thanks –Ed 
 

Guest Speaker   September 12, 2019 

Sandra Tillisch Svoboda 

Join us to find out what is involved in awarding the AOS culture awards to growers of magnificent specimen 
plants. We will talk about what is involved in the judging so you can prepare your plants as well as see some of 
the latest awards. 

Growing up in Minnesota, Sandra's only exposure to orchids was that prom corsage. After graduating with a degree in 
nursing, she moved to California and ended up in Santa Barbara. She began her orchid life as a pot washer for her 
husband Al and became fascinated with the history of her husband's complex paph collection which included many of 
the oldies like Paph. F.C. Puddle. Al's knowledge, love, and enthusiasm for orchids were contagious and when they built 
a second greenhouse, she decided it would be hers and that was the moment that orchids became an important part of 
her life.  Sandra is editor in chief of the Orchid Digest. She has served as past president of the World Orchid Conference 
Trust, the American Orchid Society, and the Cymbidium Society of America. She coordinates the Question and Answer 
column in ORCHIDS magazine. Sandra is a senior accredited judge in the American Orchid Society. Locally, she has served 
on the boards and been president of the Orchid Society of Santa Barbara and the local branch of the Cymbidium Society. 
Sandra served on the board of the Santa Barbara International Orchid Show and, for several years, was the show 
manager of this prestigious show, one of the largest in the nation.  Besides the plants themselves and the never-ending 
opportunity to learn about them, Sandra loves being involved in the orchid world because it offers an opportunity to 
travel, meet, and work with so many amazing and fascinating people.  

 

 

Five Cities Orchid Society Field Trip. 
Fantastic Opportunity 

 
The Pleurothallid Alliance has invited FCOS members to attend their Saturday, Sept 21 
 meeting in Pacifica, CA. If you wish to join us please email Chris Ehrler (ehrler4@juno.com). We will carpool 
so please let Chris know if you will be willing to drive. Events for the day: 
    -pot luck lunch 
    -plant silent auction 
    -tour of Dan Neuman's "Hanging Gardens" greenhouse 
    -tour of John Leather & Bob Hamilton's greenhouse "Hawk Hill"  
    -possible visit to Shelldance Orchid Nursery (in the same greenhouse complex)  
We will leave Arroyo Grande ay 6:30 AM -and return about 10 PM. This is a chance to see and purchase cooler 
growing orchids from some of the best growers and breeders of draculas, masdevallias, oncidiums, 
odontoglossums and pleurothallids on the West Coast. 
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August Speaker Notes 

The FCOS past president, Chris Ehrler, presented a photographic journey through the Pleurothallidae species of 
orchids at the August meeting. Photos included species of Dracula, Dressleriella, Lepanthes, Masdevallia, 
Muscarella, Myoxanthus, Octomeria, Platystele, Pleurothallis, Pleurothallopsis, Porroglossum, Restrepia, 
Scaphosepalum, Stelis, Trisetella, and Zootrophion. His photos included ones taken from his own orchids, 
nurseries, orchid shows, and from the wild. He ended by presenting an overview of cultural requirements of this 
group and how he has grown his Pleurothallidae. 
Just a note:  the photographs in Chris’ presentation were amazing.  I am including just a few.   
 

    
 
 
 

LOTUS LAND FIELD TRIP 
August 4, 2019 

 

        
 

         
 

Five Cities Orchid Society Board of Directors 2019 
 
President:  Jeff Parham    1-360-271-3971                        American Orchid Society 

Vice-President:  Ed Lysek     1-805-297-3446                                              The Orchid Digest 

Secretary:  Judy Scheithauer 1-805- 937-6201 

Treasurer: Alan Durham 1-805 489-0683 

Directors-at-Large:   Karen Kolba   1-805-489-5132       Chris Spence 1-805-621-2607     Alice Swope   1-805- 484-1689  



 

 

2019 Andy's Orchids 
Fall Open House 
Sep 20-22 2019 (10am-04pm) 

Our favorite tradition that awards us 
the opportunity to welcome guests and friends to our 
home, our nursery. 
Join us for food, refreshments, friends 
and of course, thousands of beautiful and rare 
Orchid species. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practical Considerations        

Mounted orchids need to hang 
somewhere. In a greenhouse they 
are typically hung from the rafters or 
from installed rods or mesh 
screening. In the home it is more of a 
challenge. One approach is to wedge 
the mount into a clay pot or vanda 
basket for support. Another approach 
is to take a wine or soda bottle and 
fill it with sand. Put a wire stake or      
phal hook down into the bottle with 
part sticking out the top. Stabilize the 
hook by replacing the cork in the 
bottle, wedging it in firmly. This 
provides a nice support for a mount.     

 
                                                   

Learn a new word 

 

 
 

 

For me, a big "Aha!" moment as an orchid grower 
came when I learned a new vocabulary word--
epiphyte. It's pronounced epi-fight, and it means 
something that grows on another object. An orchid is 
an epiphyte because in the wild it grows on a host 
(i.e. a stone). Therefore, your orchid wants to grow on 
something like bark or pebbles. Once I realized that 
my orchid didn't want anything to do with potting soil 
I was off and running! 
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Five Cities Orchid Society 

Show and Tell 

August 8, 2019 


