
 

A Few Words from Ed 

Our president, Jeff Parnham will be back from his travels to Seattle later this month, until he returns I’ve been invited to 
say a few words - well, maybe more than just a few.  I’d like to bring everyone up to date on an exciting July 27th 
meeting of the FCOS Board and Show Committee to work on a five year FCOS plan. We are very fortunate to have many 
talented and energetic members. Not all societies are so lucky. We host one of the largest and most successful regional 
shows, create displays at the annual Santa Barbara show and one of our members (Eric) won best of show this past year. 
This coupled with increasing membership, larger and more profitable silent auctions and a range of field trips makes our 
society a fun and educational experience for all.   

It is vital for our continued success that our Board hears your ideas and suggestions (that means you - yes….YOU!). I’ve 
already received creative ideas from Karen Kolba and Alice Swope. One of Karen’s suggestions, using a microphone at 
our meetings so people in the back can hear what is being said instead of practicing their lip reading skills will be 
implemented at our July meeting. Chris Ehrler’s idea of rescuing orchids from Trader Joes and Big Box stores and giving 
them a “Second Chance” to bloom and brighten someone’s life is already underway. In a few months we will be looking 
for members to nurture these rescued plants and with guidance from our more experienced members give them a 
“Second Chance” 

Here is your opportunity to take a few minutes and send an email on your thoughts and ideas. Be creative!  

x What do you like about our meetings?    What gets you frustrated?  

x What would make you say, “wow - I really need to get to this month’s meeting, they’re going to …….?” 

x Do you want this to be our mission statement or can you help to refine or change it? …..“To encourage the 
growing, blooming and enjoyment of orchids and companion plants by our members and the general public. To 
sponsor community outreach programs, research and educational talks to promote orchid growing as a hobby 
and to foster survival of orchids in the wild.” 

x I would go to more monthly meetings if only….they started earlier, they ended earlier, I had more time to talk to 
other members about my orchid questions…….,? 

x Other societies have annual picnics at local orchid nurseries, why don’t we have some type of get together every 
year so we can talk in a relaxed setting and not have the time pressure of the monthly meeting to finish by 9:30? 
Good idea or bad? Would you attend? Would you bring a friend (and prospective new member”) 

You are welcome to join us on Saturday, July 27th at Clive Grey’s house from 10 to 3. Just email me in advance so we 
know how many people to plan for. Clive’s address is 655 Vetter Lane, Arroyo Grande. If you can’t attend, please send 
me an email with your thoughts on the bullet points above or anything else on your mind. Our future depends on your 
ideas. Please take a moment to email me at edlysek@me.com. The first 5 persons who email me their thoughts will get a 
white raffle ticket for this month’s raffle table. Karen and Alice already have tickets #1 and #2 - who wants 3, 4 & 5? 
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July 11, 2019 Program    Peter Linn    Favorite Fragrant Orchids 

Peter Lin will be presenting his talk on:  Favorite Fragrant Orchids.  Along with the beauty of the flowers, many orchids 
have an alluring fragrance that is hard to beat in the plant world.  This fast paced PowerPoint presentation will show you 
some of my favorite orchids with truly fragrant flowers, and how to grow them. 

Peter started growing orchids over 30 years ago, but then stopped due to school and starting a career.  It wasn't until 
about 14 years ago that the orchid "bug" came back and he is now heavily involved once again.  He is an accredited 
judge with the American Orchid Society and a hybridizer of mini-catts.  He enjoys meeting with other orchid enthusiasts, 
and can often be found at various orchid shows and societies around the country.  He also has hundreds of photos of his 
orchids that he maintains on Flickr.  You can view them by typing this address into the internet: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/ 

Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to specialize in miniature orchids, both species and hybrids, and has received 
numerous AOS awards.  His other interests in orchids include Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, and Neofinetias.  He maintains 
a collection of a thousand or more orchids at his home in Southern California in 3 small greenhouses, as well as an 
offsite greenhouse. 

Peter will also be providing this month’s opportunity table, so buy your tickets! 

 

 FCOS Community Service Project 
 

FCOS is working with Trader Joes locations to accept orchids that are no longer blooming. Our member 
volunteers will take the orchids home, grow them until they re-bloom and we will donate them to several local 
nursing homes and hospitals. We will start on a trial basis with a few phalaenopsis from the TJ Templeton store 
and as we gain experience will expand the program to other TJ locations and possibly other retailers. FCOS 
members will share tips on rejuvenating and growing these "recycled" orchids and give them a "second chance" 
to bring a smile both to our members and to the nursing home and hospital recipients.  
 

*** ALERT *** 
Just in from Ed 

Just picked up our first 3 orchids from Trader Joe’s - Templeton. All in great shape but with bent flower spikes. Will need 
volunteers at our July meeting to adopt these. I will pick up orchids every week and bring them to our monthly meetings. 

-Ed 
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CAL-ORCHID'S SUMMER HUMMER 
x Fri, Jul 12, 20199:00 AM  Sun, Jul 14, 20195:00 PM 

This weekend is recognized around the world as a very special Open House opportunity at all Santa 

Barbara area orchid nurseries. Cal-Orchid loves a party, so we host a select number of vendors that are 

rarely found at any other orchid shows. Of course, we have special prices all over the nursery and always 

feature our world class Epis. and of course, the Sobralias, which are typically in their glory during the 

summertime. This is a fun weekend and not to be missed! Hours are 9-5 each day. More details as time 
approaches.                    Cal Orchid   1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93111 (805) 967-1312 

Hint for our newer members---Cal Orchids is across the street from Santa Barbara Orchid Estates.  I already sent 

you their flyer.   You can visit both on one trip.  

  Lillian Sakurai  

Two of our founding members were Kiyoshi and Lillian Sakurai.  Lillian recently passed away.  Dan Kriger 
wrote a fascinating piece on her life and lifetime work, which was printed in the San Luis Tribune a couple days 
ago (I’m sure it’s available online.)  Our condolences to Kiyoshi — we’ll have a card to pass around and sign at 
the meeting.  

http://www.calorchid.com/events-schedule/2015/7/10/cal-orchids-summer-hummer
http://www.calorchid.com/events-schedule/2015/7/10/cal-orchids-summer-hummer
https://orchidsanfrancisco.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=09395bdd0ddaadc55176d0a7a&id=2713c0d336&e=3b5af64c0a

